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SUBJECT: EC REGULATION 1798/75: CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC, AND CULTURAL MATERIALS 

REF: (A) LONDON J128, (B) USEC 1775 

1 . EMBASSY HAS HEARD THAT EC COMMISSION IS ABOUT TO 
RESPOND TO US COMPLAINTS AND WILL TAKE FORMAL POSITION 
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SHOULD BE CONSIDERED A SINGLE ENTITY UNDER FLORENCE 
AGREEMENT. IT APPEARS THE COMMUNITY'S INTENT IS TO 
STICK WITH ITS LEGAL BRIEF AND SIDESTEP QUESTION OF 
INDIVIDUA/ COUNTRY OBLIGATIONS TO THE US AND OTHER 
THIRD COUNTRIES. 

2. OUR CHECKS WITH DEPARTMENT OF TRADE SOURCES ON 
STATUS OF REGULATION 1798/75 INDICATE THAT AT MARCH 15 
MEETING OF ECONOMIC QUESTIONS GROUP A COMMISSION REPRE- 
SENTATIVE READ A DRAFT REPLY TO USEMARCHE. DRAFT WAS 
READ RAPIDLY IN FRENCH BUT IT FOLLOWED THE GENERAL OUT- 
LINE OF COMMISSION LEGAL BRIEF. APPARENTLY MEMBER STATE 
REPRESENTATIVES WERE TOLD THAT DRAFT WAS BEING READ TO 
HEM FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY. THERE WAS LITTLE, 

IF ANY, DISCUSSION AT THIS MEETING OF US CONCERNS. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION OF LEGAL 
PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY'S ADHERING TO THE 
PROPOSED EXTENTIONS OF FLORENCE AGREEMENT WHEN IT WAS 
NOT A PARTY TO THE ORIGINAL AGREEMENT. HOWEVER, THIS 
DID NOT SEEM TO BE A BARRIER TO PROCEEDING AND OUR 
SOURCES SAY REPLY SHOULD BE GOING OUT TO US SHORTLY. 

ARMSTRONG 
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